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WITH EVERY SPECIALLY MARKED 
MONOGRAM KIT! 


Go CAR-AZY with some of the hottest 
race cars on the Grand National stock 
car and Pro Stock drag racing circuits! 
Plus planes and other kits, too! Because 
with each specially marked kit found 
in the store, you'll get a free CAR-AZY 
T-Shirt! Just mail the coupon inside 
the package with $2.00 for shipping 
and handling, and we'll send you the 
T-Shirt free! Or for just $5.95 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, buy a 
T-Shirt direct from Monogram. 

Just use the coupon below. 


Please send the T-Shirts checked below @ $5.95 each plus $2.00 
for shipping and handling per order to: 


Name (Please print clearly) 


Address. 

CS Stat i 
$__ Total Price (Add 6% sales tax on orders sent in Ilinois). 
Indicate quantity and sizes in spaces below. T-Shirts are 100% cotton. 
Adult sizes Small Med. = Large___-—s X-Large___ 


(32-34) (34-36) (36-38) (38-40) 
Mail to: MAGAZINE T-SHIRT OFFER, MONOGRAM MODELS, INC., 
8601 WAUKEGAN ROAD, MORTON GROVE, IL 60053 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Make check or money order parable to PLASTIC MODEL KITS 


Monogram Models. No cash please. Available in U.S.A. only. 
Void where prohibited by law. Offer expires April 30, 1985. | © 1984 Monogram Models, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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FROM THE LOG OF THE jes 
VU - QUINQUEREME 
INC THE LADY”: 


"SWE THE LAY" HELD UP 

CONSIDERABLE WELL TO THE. 

ENTRY-BURN, SO 17 APPEARS 

THAT OR. STRIGIFORME WAS 

WRONG ABOUT THAT...BUT | 

THEN HE MOSTLY 1S, THESE | 
WHLES, 


0KS DYNGLEWER, TO. STE Hi 
ROLLING AROUNE PUNCTURING 
HE SKIN, 


"“APLODONTIA USED TO HANDLE 
HIM SOEASY. T WISH SHE WAS 
Sit ALE. 


“WE WAS KAVING FEARSOMELY BAD. 

UUST BEFORE US (MAKING OR 

FIRST BOUNCE, I HEARD Hi 

SHOUT ' THERES WECAOYT 

AND THEN 'TRUELES ! TRIFLES. 
LIGHT AS FURS" 
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COLORIST 


ATMOSPHERICALS ABOUT 
TOLERABLE TO MIDOLING, AND 
GRAVITIES SUFFICIENT TO KEEP 
THE STUMP-WATER SETTING 


BY MY CALCULATEMENTS, YOU CAN 
DISENTRAIL WITH COMPLETE 


1... HAWK 
WE FOUND THE y. 


WE AOU HER? 

AFTER ALL THESE 

MVTERNUINATIONS 

AND MMLLENDR-  § 

| WES? YOU'RE NOT 

ABMUSING ME, 
BOSS? 


WAND DON'T BE \ A MEWLADY! A NEW LADY 
UNMEMBERED TO TELL AS ENVIRGINOMENTAL AS 
THE TADLING, AND SEE THE CLL ONE! 

IF OLD STRIGIFORME 

1S FETCHABLE 

NOWABOUTS, 


THERE £3 NO WE SEARCH AND ROOTLE 

LADY, SAVE ‘MIDST THE NEBULAE, 

HER LONG MERELY TO OCCUPY OUR 
SINCE TEDIOUS MWARTAL HOOD! 

ABANDONED WE... 
TO THE 

LONELIEST 

AMUHALS 


MAKING ABML/ISEMENTS? ABOUT THE 
LADY ? DEFINFINITELY WO7/ 


GO HELP 
DISTRANGLE THE 
HYSTRICIDE AND TELL 
THE UMBRELLABIRDS 

TO BREAK OUT THE 

SKIS... 


AMUEE! SOUNDS 
LIKE AN INCOPROBULL 
DISLUSION TO ME. 


1 AM OF 
A SUDDEN 
BECOME 
QUITE 
UNACCOUNTABLY 
LACHRYMOUS... 


'S3I1009 SNOLMIN AMIHO LIN 43A0ISIO. 
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it 


ZG, HOLMAN Z AVI BO 


'T LOOKS \ OF COURSE, IT CANNOT 


PESTIMISTIC OLD SOURQUILL/ AS CO- 
CREATURE AND SHIPBOSS, T COMMASK 
YOU TO SHUSH YOUR CYANICISMS! 


LET'S HOP_A SKIP AND SEE IF 
THERE'S COS/CAL ANIMALA- 
TIONS HEREBY... 


PERHAPS HE JUST FEELS UN- 
PARTIAL TO PROVERBAL IZING 


RIGHT NOW... 
HUW. IT'S HARD TO 
CONFIGURE THE ANGLES 
ON A FAUREIGNA, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN HES 
INVERTICALLY INCLINED. 


STILL , LEASTWISE OLD 
"FIND THE LADY 


CBLIGED TO SING THE 
EXTINCT SQVE NO 


OH, THEY'LL COME AROUNDWAYS 
AND SPLIT THE DIFRERACIAL, THEY 
JUST LIKE 2/8; ONLY. MORESO 
ANTISCCIABLE AND A MITE 


$e ee ee \ ENOUGH, AND 


MCRTE AND 


THAT ’S A MERCY AND A 


5 
J 
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AS 
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TION. HE WAS STARTING 
THE WGROS, fs 


" Sern (e) 


= 


ENOUGHER STILL! 


THAT UNTOLLIGIBLE GRUTTERING... SVERYEOOY CULTCH) FOR. PRECARE FOR A DEMUONGTEY= 
CAN THAT BEA REAL LINGUISH 7 THE CUNLLATIONS AND, FICATION, YOU SHUMBLING 
REMAIN EMOTONLESS!/ —_£.\ | SCUMBOSGERY! 


WHO CARES? IT'S GOING TO 
SPLASTER US ALL OVER ITS , 
SWOMPING GROUND! 


GOOD BYE-AND-BYE, 
OLD FOG... 


THAT GATGUNS 
A RUSKERY 
GENTIQUEL 


WORKS SMOOTH 
AS A NEW- BOUGHT 
BABY- en peg 


MOSSTROSI 

IMPINIONED ! 

LET US RETINUE 
IR PLAS 


oul 
GATIONS... 


SEEMS T WAS UNCONFUTABLE 
IN MY QUESTIMATION. THAT XS: 
SOME VARIETY OF LINGUISH 


AOUM. T DON'T MUCH CARE TO SEE A 
CO-CREATURE ENSTRAINED, SAW AN 
EXCESSANT SUM OF INDIQUITIES LIKE 
THAT BACK ON THE CLP LADY, 


1M GOING To 
DISPOWER THE 
ANIMANACLES. 


IVE HEARD OF 
BIG FRUIT TASTE, 
BUT THIS 1S 
RIDICULOUS ! 


I AWEW YOU WOULDN'T BE 
ANTAGRAVATED, YOU'RE MADE 
OUT OF THE SAME INGREENIENTS 
AS THE LAL. 


YOU MUST 
BE HER 
GUARCINER , 
OR SOME 
SUCH. 


I CONFIGURE WE MUST HAVE 
STARTLIZED YOC/ AS MUCH AS REVICE- 
VERSIONAL , I WISH I COULD 
XALACATE, BUT T_ DON'T 

SQUEAK YOUR LINGUISH, SO.., 


"YOU SEE, WE'VE BEEN 
WANCEKLOST FOR SO 
CONG, AND WE VE 
UNMENBERED SO 
Mie,” 


SPIKTURES 
AND 
ANIMAGLYPHS? 


YOU THINK WE 
BS COULD COMMUNIFY 


\ 


IN ACTOMIME? 


WELL, IT GUESS THAT'S HOW 

WE FIRST MANAGED INTER- 

SPEECHES CONVERGATION 

BACK ON THE UP 4 
LADY, BUT... 


+ BUT I'M 

NOT ENTIRE 
RESURED I 

CAN RECONNECT 
HOW TO LIT f 
ANYMORE. 


ALL rf ORITTER! ROOM 
CONFRATERNATED PLEASABLY, 
OUR Gee? LADY HAD TWO W, AND NOKIND LAUNCHED A 
ILLUNAMATIONS,, AND A PTIVE STRI 
ORBITIARA. 


PRESUM FE 
AGAINST NO OTHERKIND, 


THEY BRUZENLY ANNIHMILATED US BY THE 
MILLINGS. THEY DISGRADED OUR 


EVENTUWHILES, WE HAD TO 
LEAVE HER AMID OF US. 


For. tHe next Yz Hove You 
EXPLORE A FANTASTIC UNDERSEA 
WoRU>D wHere You'LL UNCOVER. 
INCREMBLE CREATURES KNOWN 
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HEY, WAKEUP. 
WAtT'LL you see WHAT's 


COMING ON NBC. fal 
> 


T'SA 
WHOLE NEw 
SEAson ! 


; MOMENT, THE 

H SURPRISE IN STORE FOR You ON 
SATURDAY MORNING , SEPTEMBER IS™. | 
WAS YoU LAY SLEEPING YouR 
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g NEXT, YOULL SURFACE In THE FIV 
Paninen’s 


BACKYARD AND MEET 

WIS KIDS, AdKY ANP PANKY, ANC 

THEI RWALS +A PACK OF LIONS 
‘ es" 


CHIPMUNKS WiLL BE WAITING 
To ROCK YOUR Socks OFF ‘ 
WITH THEIR VERSIONS OF HITS]. 
LIKE "BEAT IT"AND "SIRLS 
JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN". 


S.A. Smurfs® 


and Sepp Internation: 


©1984 Hanna-Barbera Productions, Inc. 


©Mirisch-Geoffrey-DePatie/Freleng- 


©1984 Ruby-S; ears Enterprises, Inc. and Bagdesarian Product 


United Artists Corporation 1984 


Chipmun - ©1958 Bagdasarian Productions 
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.. AND SO THAT'S... MM? 
WHY DID YOU 


920f...IV2. AFT, 


ooo 
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«BUT WE MUSTN'T 
BE UNHASTEFUL,OR 
MY KINLINGS WILL 
INFERE THAT YOU'VE 
i UNSCAPED AND 
DISCORPSIFIED ME. 
you wANT 
10 DISVEIL 
SOMETHING 


1S IT MUCH 
USTANTER? Si 


TM A TARDLING 
COMPRIZED WITH 

YOU, AND NOT SO 
STRIDEFUL... 4 


MA 


2 a 0) 
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And there’s plenty of ACTION! 


Your own POWERHOUSE Control Station .. . 
Automatic Cattle Loader . . . Automatic Pipe Loader plus an 
Automatic Switch Track with Switchman . . . 50” x41” Full 
Color Track Layout Platform with exclusive Trak Lok™ design. 
Get this exciting Bachmann POWERHOUSE Train Set and 
enjoy hours of fun!!! 


Available now at your favorite Toy and Hobby Store. 


BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
e 1400 EAST ERIE AVENUE 
3 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19124 
(215) 533-1600 


20. AND THAT IT WAS 
ALL Oust Zemees. 
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"Y OOP SomRER LY BARE 
Losec TEL THE OMMERS. 


° Ve PE LAB DID HS 
BSETTERMOST NOT TO: 
UNVENEER THE WORDS, 
BUTT FEAR MOST OF RE 
SACREVERSES ARE LOST 

. DAM. : 


“WE SANG DAK, A SOU 
WINE BLASTS SP EMLLY.. 
LUIRENILY ENOUGH, BUT 


ile PEN OSE 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


‘ARROWHEADS 
yes. of Many Indian Tribes 
FREE Arrowhead with Catalog $1.00 
Write to: THE ARROWMAKER 
710 Wheeling Avenue 
HIO 43725 


250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & DC 
Groups from 1835-1983. Also T.V, Guides, 
James Bond, U.N.C.L.E., Doc Savage, 
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. Pe og 
Disney, Movie Items, etc. From 1900-1984. 
We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 

HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, QNS., N.Y. 11422 


PEN PALS 
WORLD WIDE 


Pen pals are fun! Learn about our 

world and peoples. 143 nations 

available. Write for application. 
INTERNATIONAL PENFRIENDS 
Box 262, Minneola, KS 67865 


Dynernic new fight pian: Ten 
aay steps. Satisfaction 
guarantesd SendSS5 toBR 
Sales SiHencock St. DS 
Suite S Carnbridge MA 02139. 


COMIC BOOKS LIST JUST 50¢! Comic bags 
$3.00 pes 100! Comic Price Guide-New! $7.95 
and please add $1.50 for postage. Phone 
518-439-0963 or write: John S. lavarone, 44 
Jefferson Road, Glenmont, NY 12077 


} only 


| $2.99 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


SELF 
DEFENSE 


DEFEND YOURSELF ! 
No tricks. No gimmicks. 
Develop your power and 
muscles and your inner 
strength. FAST and EASY 
The AMERICAN WAY! 
We can show you how to 
be a winner. Gain your 
friends' respect. Completion certificate may 
be awarded. SEND your name and address to 
AMERICO BOX X673 MARSHFIELD, MASS. 02050 for 
FREE information. NO OBLIGATION. This is the 
AMERICAN WAY not oriental. Learn to be strong. 


GOLDEN STATE COMICS 
Send: 25¢ tor comics selting ‘list 
and FREE protective comic:bag; 
+: 4688: Boundary, San Diego. CA 92116. 
‘or visit Our: store 


i] GIANT 
| Superman? 


KITE! 


*Easy to Assemble 


H *Over 4 feet Tail! 


"Ready to Fly in 
Seconds 


plas $1.00 
Postage & handling, 


Nylon Super-String $1.49 
Send Check or Money Order to: 
Skyworks Inc,, Po. Box 603, 

Winchester, MA 01800 


Future Energy Source 


OIL SHALE ROCK-$5.00 Postage Paid 
Rt. 2, Box 13, Hustonville, Ky. 40437 


COMIC GRAB BAGS 


100 DIF. MARVEL - $26.00, 100 DIF. DC - 


VG-MINT. INC. POSTAGE - WHOLESALE. 
CAT. $1.00, 100 PG. RETAIL CAT. $3.00. 
PASSAIC BOOK CTR . 
594 MAIN AVE. - DEPT. B 
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055 


Cosby says: 
“Tf you cant 
ea send you, 
=/ send money.” 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


American 
Red Cross 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y., N.Y. 10017 


JOIN THE G.I. JASON CLUB~._. 
[The club for the few proud American boys. Receive an official 
charter ‘certificate, 1.0. card plus 2 bonus of 2 authentic 
U.S. Army, Marine or Air Force patches. All these FREE with “| 
[purchase of any of the following: 
© Camoutiage Pants or Jackets 

Boys, size 4,6,8,10,12,14,16,18 
© Camoutlage T-Shirts 
Boys size S(4-8), M(B-10), L(12-14) 
(34-36), LiGB-40), XL(42-44), 


$13.99 ousasso a 


$5.99 each 
$5.99 each. 
$4.99 each 
2 Camoutlage Jogging Shons 

Boys size 4 to 16, Men's size XS to XL $5.99 each) 
© Gil. Camoutiage Belts (Boys or Men's). $3.99 each 

To order send this ad with check or money order to: 
G.I. JASON CLUB 
903 Troy St., Elmont, N.Y. 11003 
N.Y. resioents 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs 

For catalog send 50¢ to: 
CENTORCOMICS 

122 E. 42 St. New York, NY 10168 
A division of Centormedia Inc. 


DC,“ MARVEL; ‘DELL COMICS: SALE. ALL 
BELOW. GUIDE; UP TO 50%: OFF. BONUS 
OFFERS ON 42Pg. LIST. SEND 35¢ TO G. 
HEIDEN, 1650 OCEAN AVE. BKLYN, NY:11230 


GUM: CARDS “STOCKED — “SEND: FOR 


THE ORIGINAL “DIAMOND GLOVE” 
Own one of these fantastic “Diamond 
Gloves” for only $16.95 plus $2.00 
postage & handling. “Guaranteed to 
make you feel like astar” Send $18.95 
to: “DIAMOND GLOVE", P.0. BOX 
60836, LAS VEGAS, NV89160 
Allow 6-10 wks. for delivery. Available 
in Gold, Silver, Red or Blue. 


ATTENTION VIRGINIA 
If you are traveling this summer 
come see us at 
DAVE’S COMICS 
VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 
7019E. THREE CHOPT ROAD 
RICHMOND, VA. 23226 
(804) 282-1211 
You won't be sorry. 


GREATEST FUN CATALOG ON EARTH 
Navas, Mindreading Escapes, Jokes, Magic, Venrioguism, Fuzzies 
and More. Fee Trick With Even Order. Send 25¢ Today For Your Catalog 
HOLIDAY OF MAGIC 


P.O. BOX 4527 
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20904 


ARATE-SELF DEFENSE 


© ORIENTAL SECRETS! 
© TRICKS OF KUNG-FU! 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 


FREE Coler Brechsre—Sond 25¢ 98h 
ARATE SCHOOL, BOX 2127 GEPT.D8 
Wenamarsa, Kew Jersey 07712 


COLLECTORS: Problems Finding That 
Special Comic? We have Thousands Of 
Comics Competitively Priced. For List 
Send 75c (Refundable With 1st Order) 
To: K&R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place, 
Dubuaue.!ows 52001 


572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616: 
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For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, inc. 


355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y., N.Y. 10017 
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The current plotline in SQTST is 
fascinating and innovative: Alah, your 


Dear Karen, 

Brrri Alan Moore has single-handedly 
resurrected horror as 4 legitimate 
comics genre. He doesn't need 
skeletons falling out of closets and other 
bits of cheap theatrics to scare me; he 
just crawls under my skin with un- 
usually well-crafted stories that work 
their way chillingly down my spine and 
then leap fiercely into the pit of my 
stomach at the end to leave me feeling 
more than just a little bit queasy...and 
completely satisfied. Always cunning, 
never predictable; these are the hall- 
marks of exceptional writing. 

in SOTST #285, the sequenées invoiv- 
ing Jason Blood’s bizarre prophecy, 
Swampy and Abigail's playful splash in 
Lacroix, Paul's autistic behavior (as well 
as his family’s grisly death), and Matt 
Cable’s warped mind games (you're 
SICK, buddy!) were handled quite deftly. 
Alan’s subtle approach to story-telling 
{meaning the absence of the afore- 
mentioned cheap theatrics) is what 
makes an otherwise good issue a great 
one. 

Anything | could say about the contri- 
butions of Bissette, Totleben, Wood, and 
Costanza—other than that they perfect- 
ly complement Mr. Moore's efforts— 
would be superfluous. 

| dread the day when | may have to 
say, “They don’t make comics like this 
anymore." 

C. Alan Linfield 
75 A Windy Fails Way 
Cockeysville, MD 21030 
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Dear Editor, 
For the past two years | have foliowed 


(with @ somewhat cynical view, | might. 


add) this book and its evolution. Being 
an immense fan of the original 
Wein/Wrightson series, f thoroughly 
believed it would be impossibie for this 
few series to be originally written and 
drawn, while at the same time main- 
taining a high level of quality. | was 


wrong. 
SOTST #25’s “The Sleep of 
Reason...” has decisively proven to me 


that Alan Moore, Stephen Bissette, 
John Totieben, Tatjana Wood, John 
Costanza, and everyone else involved 
are capable of producing one of today’s 
best comics on a monthly basis. And in 
the glut of “publish them whenever we 
get around to it” independents, this is no 
small feat. You are all to be praised for 
doing @ consistently great job in a short 
amount of time: 


expansions and revelations upon 


. Swampy’s origin are original and yet 


logical. They eélear up numerous 
questions I've had through the years as 
to the muck-monster’s indestructibility 
and regeneration. But the story is only a 
part of what makes this such a well- 
written book. The pseudocinematic use 
of parallel words in transition scenes 
and the perfect placement of captions 
add a great deal to create a beautifully 
flowing comic. | cast my vote for Alan 
Moore as lifetime writer on SOTST. 

What can be said about Bissette’s and 
Tetieben's art except to say that it is 
exquisite? As theif talents are being 
raved about in all the fanzines, I'll limit 
my comments to their use of Francisco 
Goya's “The Sleap of Reason Produces 
Monsters” in issue #25. All | can say is 
“Wow!” Never in a mainstrearn, Cede- 
approved, newsstand book would | 
expect to see a piece such as this so 
craftily included in the story. For anyone 
who recognized the work and what it 
symbolizes, the story was given added 
depth. Although | am unsure hew. the 
work was reproduced, | ean truthfully 
say | would be pleased to see more 
artistic techniques such as this used in 
the future. Perhaps even more pieces 
from Goya's “Los Caprichos”? 

Regardless, SOTST is a unique 
progressive that appears to be destined 
for greatness, Unlike so many other 
comics, SOTST is full of characters that 
evolve and change; this makes anything 
seem possible (although | can't believe 
Swampy is going to stay in the swamp, 
and Arcane isn’trea/fy dead—is he?). All 
icandois say keep up the good work and 
thank you for your attention. 


Sincerely, 
Brian Keith Davenport 


No great feat was involved in reproduc- 
ing Goya's “The Sleep of Reason 
Produces Monsters,” Brian. ht was 
simply photostated right from one of 
Steve's surrealistic art books and then 
reduced to the appropriate sizefs). 
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Dear Karen: 

Afriend of mine | will call Pierce (since 
that’s his name) picked up the last copy 
of SWAMP THING #25 while we were at 
a store. | made some kind of tactful 
remark along the lines of, “Oh, 
brother—why are you still buying 
that?!?” | was taken aback when Pieres 


replied, “Because it’s the best-written 
Gomie on the market.” 

Jhad bought the first few issues of the 
revived SWAMP THING book two years 
ago. | didf’t like the art, and liked the 
stories even less. But there are some 
things you just take on faith, | suppose. 
And so, later that same day, | went to 9 
comic shop, found out new writer Alan 
Moore had only started with issue 20, 
bought every issue he had written, and 
read them all in one sitting. 

Pierce was right. 

The last time | saw such an incredible 
improvement in an established char- 
acter was way back when Englehart and 
Rogers breathed new life into the 
Batman. The new Swamp Thing stories 


. are well-written, the art is detailed (and 


gorgeous), and you've got yourself 
another regular reader as long as this 
team stays around—which | hope willbe 
a long, long time. 

Now, if you could only get rid of the 
UPC box on the difect-sales editions of 
your comics and make SWAMP THING a 
Baxter comic, everything would be just 
perfect. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Dawson 

323 Crescendé Way 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 

That's all for now, people. Spécial 

thanks to Shawn McManus for ad- 

mirably filling in this month for Steve 

and John, while they recuperate from 

the annual. Next month: "The Rite of 

Spring’—a_ real honest-to-goodness 

love story between Swamp Thing and 

Abby. You'll hate yourself if you miss it! 
Take Care—Karen 


JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
vs 


THE AVENGERS 
THE DEATH OF A DREAM 


BY DICK GIORDANO 


PART I: TRUTH IS STRANGER... 

The rare opportunity we had at the 
1983 San Diego convention was that 
all of the principles were in 
attendance! Jim, Mark Gruenwald, 
George Perez, Len Wein, Gerry 
Conway, Roy Thomas, and myself 
were there, and the DC team was eager 
to get together, discuss and resolve 
any script problems that might still 
exist, and get to work on the book upon 
our return to New York. Jim replied 
that he was busy and didn’t know if he 
could find the time. He didn’t. Despite 
my saying that we were all busy, but 
we could all find an hour or two to meet 
and talk. Despite two or three more 
attempts during the weekend to 
arrange'a meeting. Despite my leaving 
a note for Jim at the hotel desk inviting 
him to call me at a hotel I would be 
staying at in Los Angeles after the con. 
i discovered that Jim and some of 
Marvel's staffers were taking some 
R&R in Los Angeles at the same time 
that I would be there.) Despite all these 
attempts, Jim remained adamant. He 
was too busy. I did not ask for “instant 
approval.” It simply would have been 
quicker and more efficient for ua all to 
meet in one room away from the office 
and the telephones and resolve the 
script problems, nose to nose. It would 
also allow everyone to hear what 
everyone elae thought. Since we were 
not able to conclude our talks in San 
Diego, I informed Jim that George 
Perez's commitments to other DC 
projects precluded his being able to 
remain on the project after a new atart- 
up date later in August. I'm not sure 
whether the August 22nd dategiven in 
the Comics interview and quoted in 
Marvel Age was “real” or not, but we 
certainly couldn't wait much beyond 
that date for an approval. We felt thata 
month, given the importance of the 
project and the delays to date, was 
ample time to approve or reject this 
latest plot version. Incidentally, ali that! 
would have been required to keep the! 
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project alive at this point was a word 
from Jim indicating that the basic plot 
was accepted but that a list of minor 
changes was forthcoming. It didn’t 
come. Somewhere in this period, a 
tdarvel staffer (who shall remain 
nameless) expreased dismay at the 
length of time it was taking Marvel 
inform BC. “It's been approved ... I 
don’t understand the delay.” During 
the month of August, I called Jim 


to 


several times to inquire what progress 


was being made. On one call, his 
secretary returned to the phone with 
the message that Jim hadn't read it yet 
and would get back to me; the next call 
went unreturned (I think I got Marvel’s 
switchboard); the next got me a 
“nothing new! Jim will call you”; and 
on the next try I finally gotJim whotold 
me that Mark and Roger were going 
ever the plot for continuity flaws and 
he didn’t think that this was such a 
long time, since DC had withheld 
approval of his Superman/Spider-Man 
plot for 2 months! I asked, “Is that 
what's bothering you, Jim? I wasn't 
even at DC when that happened ... if if 
did happen! What has that to do with 
this project anyway?’ I received no 
answer. This was the extent of Jim 
keeping me “fully informed of his 
actions.” 

Plot approval (with miner revisions) 
was given on September 28th, exacily 
two months from the date it was hand- 
delivered to Marvel's office. And I am’ 
asked to believe that Marvel's 
otherwise competent staff needed two 
months to come up with revisions like: 
Ant Man should not be included, he is 
not an Avenger now (neither was 
Batman a JLAer... but our readers 
would have wanted him involved, so 
he was); and Quicksilver comes from 
Attilan, which is on the moon; and 
Hawkeye is married now; and 8 or 6 
others that were minor and relatively 
simple to change. (They’re all listed.in 
the Marvel Age tezt. Check them out 
yourself.) 

How bad was the original plot? How 
bad would the book have been if we 
used my approach of letting the 
creative team work out the gliches es 
they went along? All I can offer is that 
Roy Thomas's plot, which was finally 
approved, incorporated all but one of 
the twenty pages George had drawn, 


plus a few panela more to be redrawn. 
The problem with the original script 
had to do with motivations. I agreed 
with that assessment. But with one 
page and a few panels redrawn and a 
tew copy changes, the motivations for 
the characters’ behavior were right 
and we could have done it as we were 
moving along instead of all this to-do. 


reading JLA/AVENGERS, instead of 
its obituary. 

DISINFORMATION DEPT: 

The Marvel Age article claimed that 
there had been no communication 
from DC since the September 28th plot 
approval. Simply not so. Paul Levitz, 
V.P Cperations lunched with Mike 
Hobeon, who has similar 
responsibilities at Marvel. On October 
27, 1983, they met with the hope of 
finding solutions to the problems that 
plagued the publication of the 
dA/Avengers team-up. They agreed 
on several steps to be taken to get on 
with the project. Among them were a 
joint press release that would indicate 
that DC and Marvel's creative 
differences were resolved and work on 
the project would be reaumed. Another 
step was an approvals system that 
would ensure a one-week (or leaai) 
turnaround of material needing 
approval. Whenever possible, the 
project editors would sit at a table 
together and give approvals on the 
spot. Mike Hobson agreed to write the 
firet draft of the preas release with Paul 
adding hia two cenis, if needed, later. 
This was seen as the first step for a 
reconciliation. To this date that preae 
release first draft was never written, 
nor have we heard anything furtheron 
the plan, despite about a half-dozen 
inquiries from Paul—by phone, lette:, 
and even at a celebration of the joint 
DC-Marvel debut in Waldenbooks 
(yea!) —expressing our desire to gat the 
Project moving again. 

The JLA/Avengers report in Marvel 
Age was released while we were at the 
San Diego convention this year. After 
Paul read it, he approached Mike 
Hobson, who was at the Marvel table, 
and asked him about the paragraph 
outlining DC's failure to communicate 
since Sept. 28th. Mr, Hobson allowed 
as to how that might have been a bit 
inaccurate. 

Conclusions: Nothing that I've seen 
or heard, including the Marvel Age 
report, has added anything new to 
consider. In my view the 
ALAS A’ team-up book will not 
be published because somebody, or 
several somebodies, at Marvel aimply 
doesn’t want it to be published. Marve! 
will make up the lost revenue. So will 
BC Comics. The only people who will 
be truly hurt are George Perez, who 
has dreamed of drawing the book for 
years (those 20 pages are beautifiil) 
and you, the fans, who have been 
waiting for it to be published. We ail 
saw it as the ultimate super-hero team- 
up event of this or any year it would be 
published in. You're the major loser 
and I'm sorry I couldn't alter the events 
that make it so. 

And the truth shall make you free. 


<) ©) © And about now you'd have been 
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